
              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The American Memorial Chapel Travel Grant (AMCTG) 2017/2018 
Report by Ruben King – 27th August 2018 

 

  



Reasons for visiting the USA and the aspects of American life which are of 
particular interest: 
To explore how church trends in the USA have influenced churches in the UK.  
In particular, examine the advantages and disadvantages of NTCG (UK) being 
affiliated to COG (USA).  

 

Background information 
New Testament Church of God (NTCG) UK is a transplant of NTCG Jamaica and 
has operated in the UK since 1953.  From its inception, NTCG UK was affiliated to 
Church of God (COG), Cleveland, Tennessee, USA (www.churchofgod.org). 
Membership in the United States and Canada is now 1,189,304 and part of a 
worldwide membership of 7,468,083, with churches in 185 countries (Appendix 1).  

NTCG (www.ntcg.org.uk) is a member of Churches Together in Britain and Ireland 
(CTBI) and the Evangelical Alliance. 

 

77th Church of God General Assembly, Orlando, Florida 
Monday 30th to Friday 3rd August 2018 
[The term 'General' as used by the Church of God is mostly interpreted as meaning 
'International.’] 

I emailed Dr Tim Hill, Bishop Ishmael Charles and Bishop Anthony Pelt initially on 
2nd May 2018 and sent follow up emails thereafter to arrange to speak to them prior 
to or at the General Assembly (GA), however did not receive any responses.  

After arriving and seeing the schedule for the week (Appendix 2), I realised a 
meeting with Dr Tim Hill (COG Presiding Bishop/General Overseer) would probably 
not take place. Dr Hill had to moderate all the General Council Sessions, was the 
speaker for the closing service on the Friday evening service and would participate 
in all the other evening services. 

I was privileged to meet Bishop Ishmael Charles (Caribbean Field Director), a 
resident of Tortola, US Virgin Islands. At this Assembly he was re-elected to the 
General Council of Eighteen, hence was active in all the aforementioned sessions. 

On Monday 30th July 2018 at the Leadership Conference I made contact with a 
staff member from the Florida Cocoa State Office (the State Overseer is Bishop 
Anthony Pelt) and was advised to contact Bishop Dr Quan Miller (former Florida 
Cocoa State Overseer for three 4-year tenures and a former member of the 
General Council of Eighteen) who is very knowledgeable on the history of Black 
African Americans participation and contribution to the Church of God.  

  



The General Assembly 
The Church of God is a hierarchical church with an episcopal polity. The Church of 
God's highest judicial body is the International General Assembly. This body has 
"full power and authority to designate the teaching, government, principles, and 
practices" of the Church of God. Meeting every two years, the General Assembly's 
voting membership includes all lay members and credentialed ministers of the 
Church of God 16 years of age or older who are present and registered. The 
General Assembly is responsible for electing the church's executive officers. These 
are the General Overseer, the Three Assistant General Overseers, and the 
Secretary General. In addition, it elects the directors of the church's missionary and 
Christian education ministries.  

The Church of God recognises three ranks of credentialed ministers: 
Exhorter (initial level), Ordained Minister (intermediate level) Ordained Bishop 
(highest level - presently males only). Note the title ‘Ordained Bishop’ or ‘Bishop’ as 
used within COG identifies a person’s rank of ministry and currently does not 
necessarily relate to an office or post held by an individual (see Appendix 3). All 
Ordained Bishops in the Church of God are members of the International General 
Council. The General Council meets every two years to decide what items or 
actions to recommend to the General Assembly for a final decision. It elects 18 
Ordained Bishops to serve with the Executive Officers on the International 
Executive Council. The Executive Council supervises the administration of the 
denomination and determines the General Council's agenda. Daily operations are 
in the hands of the International Executive Committee, composed of the Executive 
Officers.  

Even though the General Assembly is regarded as an international event it has 
never been held outside the USA. The next General Assembly will be in 2020 in 
Indianapolis, Indiana. The 2018 event was attended by around 5,000 delegates 
from across the world (approximately 100 from NTCG England & Wales). I was 
privileged to meet and exchange details with people from a variety of countries and 
cultural backgrounds.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

General Council meetings and the General Assembly meeting took place during 
the morning and afternoon sessions and a worship service was held each evening 

COG World Mission Service 
End of the procession with 
representatives bearing flags 
from around the world. 



that included all age participation from various cultural backgrounds (see Appendix 
4 for example of Tag-team Preaching). 

All the sessions and services were live streamed from GA2018.com. A daily 
magazine printed in full colour entitled ‘GA Today’ was made available to all 
delegates, with around 20% of the rear pages written in Spanish (some translated 
articles). Twitter and other social media were regularly updated with the latest 
developments and reports.  

 
 
General Council Meetings 
In the front section of the large auditorium, seating 
for the International General Council (Ordained  
Bishops) was provided, with approximately 500  
electronic voting keypads. An Ordained Bishop’s  
pass is required to enter this front section during the  
General Council Meetings. 

To elect individuals or a motion the electronic keypad system was used and were 
shared, so there were two rounds of votes to complete a single vote. Each vote 
required a two thirds majority to pass. Robert's Rules of Order was the system 
adhered to (see Appendix 6). No one is allowed to enter or leave the General 
Council area during a vote. Behind the seating of the General Council delegates 
sat and observed the proceedings, however they cannot participate in amending 



motions, questions or voting, including makings verbal responses that could 
influence a decision. 

The majority of the first two General Council Meetings were taken up with the 
election of the General Council of Eighteen. The Ordained Bishops in attendance 
selected from a listing of approximately 12,400 Ordained Bishops from 185 
countries/territories (sample in Appendix 3). The proceedings were conducted in 
English, with provision for translation into Spanish and other languages. See 
Appendix 5 for Agenda Items discussed on Tuesday 31st July 2018. 

Tension in the General Council Meetings 
As previously stated, the Church of God membership is approximately 7.5 million 
worldwide. 1.1 million in North America and 6.4 million outside North America. In 
North America 80% of Pastors lead churches with congregations of under 100 
attendees (around 5260 churches) and the church’s presence on the West Coast is 
not very strong.  

The USA has no National Executive Council or national event, so many Americans 
view this event and the General Council of Eighteen as their national event and 
national council respectively. This is supported by the fact that the majority of the 
church’s finance is raised in the USA, including for World Missions and hence 
some Bishops wanting the General Council of Eighteen to remain as it presently is, 
whilst others want to see more Pastors from churches with small congregations 
elected to the council. 

Approximately 840 Ordained Bishops were in attendance and the two thirds 
majority for votes was on average 555. I would estimate that 80% of the Ordained 
Bishops were from the USA, 70% were native White Americans. 22 from 83 
Bishops from NTCG England and Wales were in attendance. 

It is currently constituted in the Minutes that two members of the General Council of 
Eighteen must reside and serve outside the USA. It was apparent to me that many 
of the Ordained Bishops from the USA have limited practical experience of how the 
church operates outside North America. The two international General Council 
Members were elected with great difficulty, as it was difficult to identify unfamiliar 
overseas names from the alphabetical list of over 12,000 Ordained Bishops 
(Appendix 3).  

Towards the end of the General Council Sessions a motion that seems to have 
been referred from the 2016 General Assembly was put forward. The proposal was 
that each of the 5 world regions should elect an ex officio representative to the 
General Council of Eighteen. This would necessitate the refurbishment of the 
council room to increase its capacity. It was suggested that technology could be 
installed to facilitate the participation of overseas individuals, without them having 
to travel to meetings. There would be a cost to the refurbishment, however over 
time it would produce a saving on travel expenses. After much deliberation and a 



couple of amendments to the original motion it was referred for a committee to look 
further into it, as well as whether a different system of representation could be 
taken into consideration. Following this a native White Bishop from the USA stated 
that this is a very urgent matter and that in the past motions of this type had been 
referred at 5 successive Assemblies before reaching the point of voting. He 
remarked that the Motions Committee should ensure this motion is duly prepared to 
be presented at the 2020 General Assembly. 

This issue of true worldwide representation is crucial for the COG members outside 
the USA. During one of the breaks I spoke to a Church of God Pastor who had 
travelled from Hong Kong. Whilst he spoke of generally enjoying the US experience 
and the event, he mentioned how disappointed he was to not see anyone that 
resides in his region of the world elected in the top-level leadership. I would echo 
those sentiments (see Appendix 7 – The Executive Committee & General Council 
of Eighteen). 

Black North American Top-Level Leadership 
In the state of Florida the COG has 2 State Overseers. One supervises the White 
group of churches and the other supervises the Black group of churches. They 
operate from different offices and from what I have ascertained there is no joint 
working; not even a link between their websites. COG also appoints a national 
head of Black Ministries to serve the Black group of churches nationally.  
Bishop Dr Quan L. Miller provided some insight to how this arrangement came 
about and stated that around the 1920s African American COG Churches in the 
south wanted to be under Black leadership. He pointed me to a book that details 
this history entitled, ‘Telling the Story – Black Pentecostals in the Church of God’, 
by David Michel (Appendix 8 - ISBN: 0-87148-946-5). Bishop Miller believes there is at 
least one other state in North American that operates with a similar dual Black and 
White leadership. 

It was very apparent to me from debates during the General Council Meetings that 
there are native White American Bishops who are very passionate to see the 
inclusion of individuals from other nationalities and cultures on the Executive 
Committee and the General Council of Eighteen. From speaking to a number of 
Black Bishops from the USA and Canada some felt the lack of top-level Black 
leadership is their own fault for not being organised and not enough of them 
attending General Assemblies to vote, because they feel their votes are too few to 
make a difference.  Whilst others felt that the present President Trump era is 
influencing the church, in the sense that the President’s administration has very few 
people of colour. It was even suggested that the COG seems to be more open to 
Blacks from other nationalities and cultures than African Americans, that are not 
looked upon as leaders even though there are those amongst them who have 
suitable qualifications and experience, hence Bishop Ishmael Charles from the US 
Virgin Islands being re-elected to the General Council of Eighteen.  



Conclusion 
I am very grateful for the support I received from the English-Speaking Union 
(American Memorial Chapel Travel Grant) that has allowed me the opportunity to 
attend the COG 2018 General Assembly and carry out this important piece of work. 
I have made numerous links with people from different parts of the world, whom I 
am keeping in touch with and in due course plan to support those in need in 
meaningful ways. 

Before my final remarks I must comment on how friendly people were in Orlando.  
I exchanged pleasant greetings with almost everyone I met in passing in the hotel, 
on the street and at the Assembly, regardless of cultural background and whether 
or not they were of any religious persuasion. This contributed to my overall 
experience being very positive. 

The following are my concluding thoughts from my visit to the COG 77th 2018 
General Assembly in Orlando: 

Benefits of NTCG UK being affiliated to the Church of God 
Uniform polity, systems and procedures. 
A worldwide network offering acceptance and belonging. 
International leadership and working towards commendable goals. 
 
How NTCG UK can have more top-level influence and participation 
Create a strategy for two-way influence. This can include: 

• NTCG UK leadership to begin early strategic discussions in relation to the 
2020 and 2022 General Assemblies with the UK Bishops; 

• Establishing firm relationships with the USA head of Black Ministries, the 
Caribbean Field Director and other leaders. 

• Organise exchange visits to respective state/national events. 
• Ordained Bishops in the UK to be made aware of deadline dates for submitting 

motions to the Motions Committee for ensuing General Assemblies. 
• Ordained Bishops in the UK to be provided with the agenda for the next 

General Assembly as soon as it is available. 
• Create a debate forum or training to improve familiarisation and confident use 

of with Robert’s Rules of Order and COG polity. 
• Lobby for the General Assembly to be hosted in a European country. 

 

 

  
Me (right) and Kirk Whalum (legendary jazz saxophonist) 
I met him in the lobby of the hotel I stayed at after volunteering 
to walk an elderly couple to the local McDonald’s one lunch 
time.  Kirk was performing at a church event held by another 
denomination in the vicinity. 



APPENDICES 
APPENDIX 1 – GA2018 Report and Review - Facts & Stats 

  



APPENDIX 2 – GA2018 Schedule – Including General Council Meetings 

 



APPENDIX 3 – 2018 General Council Manual 

 

 

The Church of God recognises three ranks 
of credentialed ministers: 
Exhorters are authorised to preach, serve 
as evangelists, and serve as pastor of a 
church. Ordained Ministers are further 
authorised to baptize converts, receive 
new church members, administer 
sacraments or ordinances, solemnise 
marriages, and establish churches. In 
addition to the rights and privileges held 
by Exhorters and Ordained Ministers, 
Ordained Bishops are authorised to assist 
in ordination ceremonies. State/Regional 
Overseers are designated "Administrative 
Bishops", International Executive 
Committee members as "Executive 
Bishops", and the General Overseer as 
"Presiding Bishop". Women are eligible to 
be Exhorters and Ordained Ministers. 
However, only men can become Ordained 
Bishops. There are also categories of 
licensed Minister of Christian Education 
and licensed Minister of Music.  



APPENDIX 4 – Jeremiah Generation – Tag-team Sermon with Presiding Bishop 

  



APPENDIX 5 – Example of General Council Agenda Items 

 



APPENDIX 6 – Robert’s Rules of Order 



  



APPENDIX 7 – The Executive Committee & General Council of Eighteen 

 
 

  



APPENDIX 8 – Black Pentecostals in the Church of God 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 


