
 

 

Greetings from the Global Christianity Programme based at The Queen’s Foundation in Birmingham. This is 
the second edition of our SOJourn newsletter, which will be keeping you up to date with news and                  
information relating to our international work. In this issue you can find out more about our colleagues from 
overseas who have just started their MA in Theology and Transformative Practice. Also, further news about 
our exciting Theological College of Lanka exchange programme.  

If you would like to know more about our programmes or you are interested in studying at Queen’s there is  
further information on the back page, including details of how to apply. So welcome, sit back, relax and enjoy 
a brief sojourn through our global news... 
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After tea and cake, we joined together in the Chapel for a service of praise and inspiration, sharing    
insights from ministry, recalling the great calling to which we are called and placing ourselves firmly in 
the way of Christ.   

Global participants were privileged to spend time in Bible study and discussion with the President in a                        
conversation that ranged from the power of the Presidency to evangelism on a train platform. We 
shared openly about the challenges and opportunities for mission and ministry in our own contexts and 
how the Church might best serve its locality. There were no easy answers on offer, but the story of Peter 
and the early Church reminded us that struggle is part of the very identity of faith communities.   

It is a highlight of the Queen's calendar when 
the Foundation receives an official visit from 
the President and Vice-President of the British 
Methodist Conference. We knew we were in for 
a fun time with the current incumbents of the 
offices, Dr Jill Barber and the Revd Steve Wild, 
and we weren't disappointed! Both bring their 
enormous enthusiasm and energy, and their 
love of the heritage of British Methodism, to 
the roles and students were treated to valuable 
and moving insights into the life of the Church 
in Britain today  

GREETINGS FROM QUEEN’S! 
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Global Colleagues Studying for their  
Masters at Queen’s in 2015/16 

Revd Chrisnel Lelièvre 

Revd Sketer Riungu 

Revd Van Lal Thuam 

My name is Van Lal Thuam Lian and people call me Thuama. I was born in a small village called Segyi, 
in Kalaymyo, Sagaing, Myanmar on 23rd May,1980. My father is Tawk Thang and mother Sawi Zing. I 
got married to Lal Thianghlimi Ma Chit on 16 March, 2010.  I obtained my B.Th degree from Tahan 
Theological College in 2003, B.A (History) from Kalay University in 2006, and M.Div. from Myanmar 
Institute of Theology in 2009. I have been teaching theology at Tahan Institute of Theology, a      
theological college founded by the Upper Myanmar Methodist Church, since 2003. I count it a great 
blessing to be here at the Queen's Foundation studying theology with wonderful friends from        
different parts of the world, who show their solemn commitment to God's ministry. 

Revd Chrisnel Lelievre, 53 years old, married and father of three children, one girl aged 10 and 
two boys aged 6 and 8.  After secondary school I studied law and accounting and in 1997 I went 
to Jamaica to study Theology where I got a diploma in Ministerial studies at the United Theo-
logical College of the West Indies and a Degree (B.A.) in Arts and Education, option (Theology) 
at the University of the West Indies. Before starting my ministerial career I was principal of a 
Primary school and teacher of Christian Education at College Harry Brakeman of Petit 
Goave's circuit which is my hometown west of Haiti and at the same time I was a local preacher 
and evangelist of the church. 
In 2001 I began my Ministry in Les Cayes Circuit, south of the country where I spent 6 years. I 
was ordained in November 2003. Right after I became superintendent of the Circuit. In 2007 I 
was stationed in Cap-Haitien Circuit where I spent 4 years. Since September 2011 Now I have 
been assigned to Jeremie and Circuit as Superintendent Minister .  I am serving more than 30                
congregations in that area. 

My name is Sketer Makena Riungu and I was born in Kenya. I am an ordained Minister and have 
been serving with the Methodist church in Kenya for ten years where I have served in rural and 
urban areas. I was mostly involved in preaching, teaching and in women’s ministry which is my       
passion. I am married to Charles Muthiani and we are blessed with three boys: Jobjosiah,              
Emmanuel and  Godwil. In education, I have a postgraduate diploma in community development 
and project management and a degree in Theology from Kenya Methodist university. I am now at 
Queen’s college pursuing a  Masters in Theology and Transformative practice. 

My hobbies are listening to gospel music, travelling and cooking. 

My name is Nedine Manyemba and l come from Harare, Zimbabwe. I am 24 years old. I was      
awarded a Bachelor of Arts degree in philosophy & religious studies from the University of         
Zimbabwe in 2014. Thereafter, l did a short executive certificate course in monitoring and        
evaluation at the University. I recently began my one year study towards a Masters in Theology & 
Transformative practice at the Queen’s Foundation. I have only been here a short while but      
already feel at home because of the love and welcoming smiles around me. I am looking forward 
to enjoying and being successful in my studies and also to enjoy the experience of being away 
from home. 

Ms Nedine Manyemba 
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Father Shelton                 
Samadhanam 

I am Shelton Daniel, An Anglican student from Sri Lanka. I am 37 years old and I come from a 
strong Anglican Tamil family background. I have three sisters and I am the youngest in the       
family. My wife Rollen is a teacher at a Government School in Sri Lanka. I have been brought up in 
a multi religious context from my childhood. My first language is Tamil and English is my Third          
language.  I love cricket and also visiting historical places. 

 I have had a passion to serve since childhood and my parents too had a dream to see me as a 
priest,  as a result of which I was able to join the Church of England in Sri Lanka as a local        
worker of the church in the year 2000. I have completed my B.Th. studies at Theological college 
of Lanka, Pilimatalawa, which is another Ecumenical Theological college in Sri Lanka. I was           
ordained as a Deacon in 2007 and as a Priest in 2008.  I have served in three different parishes 
in my country and I carry a great experience especially ministering among the Tea plantation 
workers. I am really happy and proud to be a student of Queen’s College where I can gain both 
knowledge and experience. Apart from the academic studies I learn about the English people and 
their life and also about the friends studying here representing  different countries across  the 
world. I do hope this time of one year study period at Queen’s will be a great blessing for me to 
widen my horizons in the field of education and spirituality. 

 

 

 

 

 

European Methodist Theological Conference 

5th & 6th February 2016 

Coventry Central Hall, UK 
Keynote Speakers:  

Prof  Wesley Ariarajah 
WCC; Drew University  

 
Revd Dr Jimmy Dube 

Secretary of the Zimbabwean Methodist Conference 
 

For more information on costs and to book your place please contact Donna Pryor,   
International Co-ordinator at The Queen’s Foundation, on pryord@queens.ac.uk or  

+44(0)121 452 2620 

mailto:pryord@queens.ac.uk
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Theological College of Lanka Exchange Programme 

Back in July, Anglican Tutor, Andrea Russell and Queen’s 
students Christine Sutherby, David Speirs and Alison      
Mares enjoyed a wonderful trip to Plimatalawa, Sri Lanka 
to visit the Theological College of Lanka (TCL) as part of 
our ongoing exchange programme. All were very                     
appreciative of the opportunity  to experience their faith 
in the wider world and to see Sri Lankan friends who had 
studied at Queen’s in previous years. 

Whilst at TCL they visited lots of churches and had opportunities for leading worship. They also 
enjoyed seeing the sites of this beautiful country where one of the many highlights was a visit to 
the elephant sanctuary. During one trip they went to the slum area of Colombo where they found 
the people enormously welcoming and hospitable, this had a huge impact on all of them and they 
were incredibly humbled by the whole experience.   

They were impressed by the strong sense of community at TCL and the commitment to faith 
shown by staff and students alike. In fact the sense of community was very evident with students 
at TCL doing the cooking and cleaning themselves — as you can imagine Queen’s students are 
very thankful that they don’t have to do this back at home!! 

They were also very aware of a sense of reconciliation after the civil war from both the Sinhalese 
and Tamil staff and students who continued to work in harmony together. One of the over-riding 
factors of their visit was to see healing and reconciliation in a country that had previously been 
torn apart by civil war. The visitors very much appreciated the opportunity to experience life in a 
country where Christianity is the minority religion and this helped them to gain a greater              
understanding  of the bigger picture in the world outside of the UK and what it feels like for         
minority Christian communities around the world.  They hoped to take this experience forward 
into their own ministries. 

They found that issues they had been            
challenged with in classes at Queen’s such as 
inter-faith projects hadn’t become real until 
they were experienced first hand in Sri Lanka.   

This was a fantastic experience for members of 
the Queen’s community and its continuing     
partnership with  TCL. Christine and David         
discussed their experiences on their return in a 
full interview which can be seen in one of our      
Global Snapshots at https://youtu.be/gInnNOtXkU4 . 

https://youtu.be/gInnNOtXkU4
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The Global Christianity Programme visited 
Coleg Trefeca, in the Brecon Beacons        
National Park, for a retreat on the 24th and 
25th September just before teaching at 
Queen’s started for the autumn term.         
Coleg Trefeca was the home of Howell        
Harris (1714-1773), influential leader of 
the Methodist Revival in Wales, and now is 
a conference centre and retreat house for 
the Presbyterian Church of Wales. Having 
recently travelled from all over the world to 
get to the UK, followed by an intensive       
induction programme, the students          
welcomed some time for rest and             
reflection. Shelton Daniel had only arrived 
from Sri Lanka the day before.  

The focus of our stay was very much         
getting to know each other. This was done 
through some lively and interesting           
sessions using the Myers Briggs Type         
Indicator to look at personality, group           
dynamics and spirituality, as well as         
sharing meals and relaxing together. We 
were rewarded for our hard work on        
Thursday evening by a viewing of              

Impeccable Me. We also enjoyed walks 
around the beautiful grounds and village, 
with wonderful views over to Pen Y Fan and 
the Black Mountains.  

On Friday, we left Coleg Trefeca after lunch 
to visit the market town of Brecon.  We 
walked up to the magnificent Cathedral 
Church of St John the Evangelist, which 
started life in 1093 but only became a       
Cathedral in 1923. There was plenty of 
time for everyone to take photos and for 
afternoon tea and cakes at the Cathedral’s 
Pilgrims Tea Rooms before heading back to 
Birmingham. Coleg Trefeca has a charm 
and tranquillity that stays long in the 
memory and entices you back, and our 
stay there, although brief, has really helped 
the group to gel and get the Programme off 
to a great start.  

Retreat to Coleg Trefeca 



Revd. Samuel McBratney 
Global Christianity Programme Director 

+44 (0) 121 452 2609 
s.mcbratney@queens.ac.uk  

 
Donna Pryor 

International Co-ordinator 
+44 (0) 121 452 2620 
pryord@queens.ac.uk 

 
globalchristianity@gmail.com 

 
www.queens.ac.uk  

 
MA in Theology & Transformative Practice 

 
This full time course at the Queen’s Foundation for               
Ecumenical Theological Education builds upon our reputation 
as a vibrant place for international students to study theology 
that is contextual, practical and mission-focused. In the         
diverse community of Queen’s you will find rigorous theology, 
stimulating company and a place shaped by worship, faith and 
discipleship.  

The MA, which is validated by Birmingham’s Newman            
University, offers modules that are  specially designed for     
international students who wish to develop their leadership in 
mission and ministry in their home contexts. These modules 
and supporting tutorial work create a global classroom in 
which learning is rich and mutual. In addition, a variety of      
options makes the programme flexible and attractive for a 
range of interests and which bring international students into 
conversation with UK students and  ministers.  

Entry Requirements  

A good relevant first degree (2.1 or above) is the best  preparation for 
study at this level.  

International students will also need to comply with UK government 
regulations regarding student visas, including an IELTS or other Eng-
lish language test. Further details are found at https://www.gov.uk/
tier-4-general-visa.    

Global Christianity Programme 

The Queen’s Foundation 

Somerset Road 

Birmingham 

B15 2QH 

United Kingdom 

             Programme Information 

 
PhD Programme  

 
At Queen’s we promote research in theology and postgraduate 
study that engages with and serves the mission and life of 
today’s Church. Through our new  collaborative partnership 
with the free University of Amsterdam (VU) http://
godgeleerdheid.vu.nl/en/ the Queen’s Graduate and           
Research Centre offers an innovative and world-class doctoral 
programme. This new programme combines the supportive 
environment of working with staff and students in the Queen's       
Research Centre with full access to the extensive resources of 
the Theology Faculty at VU, one of the largest and most        
prestigious in Europe.  
 
We offer this new PhD programme on a full-time, part-time 
and split-location basis. A number of research students are 
based outside of Birmingham, or overseas, but they still form 
part of the broader research culture we seek to cultivate, 
through regular seminars and other events. Supervision is 
shared between VU and Queen's, with members of staff of 
both institutions on each supervisory team.  For further details 
of our research programmes see http://www.queens.ac.uk/
about/centre/centre-for-graduate-research/  
 

Entry Requirements  

A Master’s degree from a recognised institution is required to study 
at this level  

International applicants from outside the EU can only study on a split-
location basis due to UK visa restrictions. 

 
Short Courses 

 

Working with partners in the UK, such as Cliff College and the New 
Room in Bristol, Queen’s can develop short courses with groups that 
cater for their particular needs. In certain circumstances, courses can 
be taken for credit.   

For suitably qualified candidates, there may be an opportunity to      
undertake modules from our MA programme in Theology and         
Transformative Practice. The two modules most suited for Global 
Church leaders are:  

Mission & Theology in a Global Church – this is a module also        
undertaken by participants in the Global Christianity Programme and 
allows students to reflect on their own practice in the light of         
cross-cultural engagement. Part of the outcome of this module is the 
development of critical models of contextual mission and theology.  

Transformative Christian Leadership – this is a module taken by a 
wide range of students from ordinands to experienced Church       
leaders from Britain and the rest of the world. For this reason, it      
offers a critical space to discuss the future of leadership in the Church 
and the churches and the challenges of global and local contexts.  

http://godgeleerdheid.vu.nl/en/
http://godgeleerdheid.vu.nl/en/
http://www.queens.ac.uk/about/centre/centre-for-graduate-research/
http://www.queens.ac.uk/about/centre/centre-for-graduate-research/

