
Greetings from the Global Christianity Programme based here at The Queen’s Foundation in Birmingham. 
This is the first edition of our SOJourn newsletter, which will be keeping you up to date with news and         
information relating to our international work. In this issue you can find out more about our colleagues from 
overseas currently undertaking postgraduate study and living here at Queen’s.  Also, In recent weeks we have 
been privileged to have two students from the Theological College of Lanka staying with us. You can learn 
more about their experiences and what life is like on campus.  

If you would like further information about our programmes or are interested in coming to study at Queen’s 
you can find out more on the back page, including how to apply. So welcome, sit back, relax and enjoy a brief 
sojourn through our global news... 

A Warm Welcome from The Queen’s Foundation! 
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Outside Charles Wesley’s 
House 

“On 27th March 2015, we had one of our most successful trips out of     
campus to the New Room in Bristol and Charles Wesley’s house. It was an 
educational trip involving the general student body but specifically for 
those in the Global Christianity programme.  

As the sun shone brightly we enjoyed warm friendship and camaraderie on 
our journey from Birmingham.  We were all very excited about the prospect 
of  seeing places that we only ever imagined in our home countries. 

When we arrived we were fascinated by a statue of John Wesley riding on 
his horse. It was our first stop and a nice spot for a quick photo                
opportunity as you can see on the left! The New Room, the oldest          
Methodist Chapel in the world,  is outstanding with apartments and rooms 
for preachers under the same roof. This monument of evangelical revival, 
still in existence, describes sensitively and with real insight the intentions 
of John and Charles Wesley in reaching the unreached. Walking towards 
Charles Wesley’s house, we stopped at the place where Charles’ family 
were buried.  Charles’ house is well set out with a music room and a       
delightful kitchen which left us to think about the mouth watering meals 
the family might have enjoyed. 

Fortuitously, we had some time to stopover at the beach side where we 
shared warm friendship and a lovely meal. The visit was informative,       
encouraging, challenging and spiritually suggestive to our transformative 
ministry.” 

By Randulph Spaine, studying for an MA in Leadership and Transformative      
Practice 

Statue of John Wesley 
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Diane is from Kenya and is a    
married mother of one. She       
became a lay preacher in 2000 
and started at the Kenya         
Methodist University a year later. 
She studied at St. Paul’s            
University and graduated with a 
BA in Divinity.  She was ordained 
in 2008 and has been working in 
various roles within the Church 
since, including Circuit Minister 
for the Kariji and Isiolo circuits 
and Schools Chaplain for the            
Miathene Schools.  In 2014 she   
spearheaded mission work in 
Samburu land and Marsabit. She 
is currently studying at Queen’s 
on our M.A. programme. 

Edward is from Zambia and is married with four children. Early in his life he studied at teacher 
training college and worked as a primary school teacher. He left teaching to join the United 
Church of Zambia (UCZ) where he pursued theological study. He was ordained as a Minister of 
Word and Sacraments in the UCZ in 2004, and in 2007 he completed his first degree.  He was 
appointed the Acting Presbytery Bishop for Central Presbytery after the death of the presiding  
Bishop in 2012.  He remained in this role and has been confirmed as Bishop of Central             
Presbytery to 2016. He is currently studying at The Queen’s Foundation for an M.A. in              
Transformative and Practice Theology. 

Randulph is from Sierra Leone.  
Earlier in his career he studied at 
Fourah Bay College, University of 
Sierra Leone where he obtained 
Licentiate – In –  Divinity (L.DIV), 
and a first Class B.A. (Hons.)        
degree in Theology. He was          
ordained as a Methodist Minister on 
the 20th June 2008. He is currently 
serving as a lecturer at the Sierra 
Leone Theological College, now    
C o l l e g e  o f  T h e o l o g y  a n d               
Management. He is currently          
studying for an M.A. in Leadership 
and Transformative Practice.   

“I thank God for Queens, because it 
is amazing how I have grown so 
much confidence and boldness. 
Learning new skills and meeting 
amazing friends.”  Randulph Spaine Bishop Edward Musonda 

Revd Wasana Fernando Revd Diane Mugambi Revd Randulph Spaine 

Wasana Fernando was ordained 
as a minister in 2009 at the 
Methodist Church, Sri Lanka. She 
had her Theological education at 
Theological College of Lanka and 
received her B.Th. in 2006 and 
B.D. in 2012. She has done a     
Diploma in Counselling and     
received a certificate from the Sri 
Lankan Counselling Centre in 
2014. She has compiled a 
“Reflection” book for the   Jubilee 
celebration of women priesthood 
in the Methodist Church in Sri 
Lanka in 2010. She is currently 
studying at the Queen’s           
Foundation for an MA in         
Transformative and Practice      
Theology.   

Stephen Arulampalam is a lecturer at Theological College of Lanka. He was ordained in 2001 in 
the Church of Ceylon. He worked in the Northern part of Sri Lanka from 2001 – 2009. He has     
written four books in Tamil. He was a Secretary of Jaffna  Christian Council from 2001-2009. He is 
the president of the World Tamil Christian Federation.  He undertook his B.Th. (1997-2001) and 
B.D. (2005/2006) studies at Theological College of Lanka, and his M.A. (2010/2011) at The 
Queen’s Foundation. He is undertaking Doctoral studies at Queen’s.  He is married with a baby 
girl. 

Father Stephen Arulampalam 
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Shadrach and Shashendra, from the Theological College of Lanka, came to stay with 
us in March and April as part of our ongoing exchange programme with TCL. During 
a very busy programme they participated in classes as well as enjoying Easter 
School. Off campus they visited Coventry Cathedral, Cliff College, The New Room, 
Bristol and Goudhurst amongst other places. 

Just before their return to Sri Lanka we asked them to reflect on their experiences 
during their stay.  Their responses were very insightful. They had wanted to come to 
Queen’s to learn about a new culture and to take knowledge back to their home 
Churches. Initially, on arrival, it had been a huge culture shock, even something as 
simple as calling people by their first name was a concept they quickly had to get 
used to!   Shashendra  (left) and Shadrach 

 On a visit to Cliff College in Derbyshire 

Although they had been aware of same sex marriages within the Church 
they had still been surprised to see it in practice but thought this was a 
very positive way forward. They were very impressed with how              
progressive the British Church has become and they saw this as a         
challenge for them to take back to their own Churches.  Regarding their 
study at Queen’s they appreciated the fact that tutors behaved more 
like friends and treated students as such. During Easter Week classes 
they had learned more about what the Church is and that holding on to 
deep seated traditions isn’t always the way forward. 

They have been inspired by their visits to places such as the New Room in Bristol which Shashendra, as a 
Methodist, found particularly rewarding having only ever seen photographs before. Shadrach, an Anglican, 
was overwhelmed by Coventry Cathedral and said: “Nothing could prepare me for the Cathedral and service, 
the beauty of the Cathedral itself was  breathtaking. My favourite part was standing at the Chancellor’s steps 
and watching the light pour through the stained glass windows, it was amazing.”   

So what will they be taking back to Sri Lanka in terms of actions they can put into practice within their own 
college and Churches?  A resounding response was that TCL needed a common room complete with a pool 
table! They had really enjoyed being able to chat to other students in an informal way within the common 
room setting. They had also been very impressed by how they had been greeted at Chapel and that they were 
able to talk with others during worship, they thought it would be good if worshippers in their own Churches 
could interact in this way. For both the notion of how women can really engage in the ministry. and how          
inclusive the British Church is, was very important and something they felt would be beneficial within the Sri 
Lankan Church.  

Overall, their experience has been rich and rewarding. Meeting people from all over the UK as well from 
around the world has been one of their highlights and being able to talk about the Church with others from 
different perspectives is something they will never forget.  The relationship between the Theological College of 
Lanka and The Queen’s Foundation is ever developing and growing.  Students being able to experience each 
others cultures and ways of worship can only be beneficial to both institutions.  As Shadrach said, he and 
Shashendra “have felt at home in worship and with the hospitality we have received and although Christians 
may come from different places and perspectives our love for God and Jesus is what unites us all and       
building on this is the key for Christians worldwide.” 

You can see the full interview with them on our Facebook page or through YouTube — just search ‘Global 
Snapshot TCL’. 
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MA in Theology & Transformative Practice 

 
This full time course at the Queen’s Foundation for               
Ecumenical Theological Education builds upon our reputation 
as a vibrant place for international students to study theology 
that is contextual, practical and mission-focused. In the         
diverse community of Queen’s you will find rigorous theology, 
stimulating company and a place shaped by worship, faith and 
discipleship.  

The MA, which is validated by Birmingham’s Newman            
University, offers modules that are  specially designed for     
international students who wish to develop their leadership in 
mission and ministry in their home contexts. These modules 
and supporting tutorial work create a global classroom in 
which learning is rich and mutual. In addition, a variety of      
options makes the programme flexible and attractive for a 
range of interests and which bring international students into 
conversation with UK students and  ministers.  

Entry Requirements  

A good relevant first degree (2.1 or above) is the best  preparation for 
study at this level.  

International students will also need to comply with UK government 
regulations regarding student visas, including an IELTS or other      
English language test. Further details can be found at https://
www.gov.uk/tier-4-general-visa.    

Global Christianity Programme 

The Queen’s Foundation 

Somerset Road 

Birmingham 

B15 2QH 

United Kingdom 

Programme Information 

 
PhD Programme  

 
At Queen’s we promote research in theology and postgraduate 
study that engages with and serves the mission and life of 
today’s Church. New partnerships are being developed with 
Universities such as the free University of Amsterdam (VU) 
http://godgeleerdheid.vu.nl/en/ allowing Queen’s to offer an 
innovative and world-class doctoral programme. This 
new programme combines the supportive environment of 
working with staff and students in the Queen's Research     
Centre with full access to the extensive resources of the           
Theology Faculty at VU, one of the largest and most             
prestigious in Europe.  
 
Our research students are based all over the world, but still 
form part of the broader research culture we seek to cultivate, 
through regular seminars and other events. Supervision is 
shared between Queen's and out partners, with members of 
staff of both institutions on each supervisory team. For         
further details of our research programmes see http://
www.queens.ac.uk/about/centre/centre-for-graduate-
research/  
 

Entry Requirements  

A Master’s degree from a recognised institution is required to study 
at this level  

International applicants from outside the EU should contact the     
Global Christianity Office in the first instance to discuss visa            
requirements. 

 
Transformative Global Leadership 

Short Courses 
 

Queen’s is now looking to develop short courses with partner        
Churches and Institutions that offer development in practice and     
theological reflection. In certain circumstances, courses can be taken 
for credit.   

The primary purpose of the course is to equip ministers and lay        
leaders for challenging roles as they develop in ministry. This will, we 
hope, help to meet the demand for courses that provide a framework 
for continuing reflection on ministerial practice.  

Key to our thinking and planning is the desire to build local capacity to 
ensure sustainable delivery of programmes in the future.  

For further information about short courses, please contact the Global 
Christianity Office.  

http://godgeleerdheid.vu.nl/en/
http://www.queens.ac.uk/about/centre/centre-for-graduate-research/
http://www.queens.ac.uk/about/centre/centre-for-graduate-research/
http://www.queens.ac.uk/about/centre/centre-for-graduate-research/

