
 

RESEARCH SEMINAR  
 

Thursday 21 April 2016 
in the Temporary Lecture Room 

P R O G R A M M E 
 

1000  Welcome, introduction, notices  
 
1010  Paul Kim, ‘Three insights towards missio Dei from Korean  
  missionaries’ experience in England’ (30 min paper) 
 
1105 Brief comfort/drink break 
 
1120 Omari Hutchinson, ‘The church as the castle and its garden the 

erotic’ (30 min paper) 
 
1220  Finish in time for chapel  
 
12.30pm Worship in chapel (optional)  
 
1300  Lunch  
 
1345  Helen Stanton, ‘Writing to Order – some ethical issues in  
  commissioned qualitative research’ (30 min paper) 
 
1445  Brief comfort/drink break  
 
1500 Leão Neto, ‘What can be learned from previous Circuit Mergers 

in the London District of the Methodist Church?’ 
 
1600  Close and departures (or tea!)  
 
 
 
 



FURTHER DETAILS AND ABSTRACTS 
 
Paul Kim says: ‘Some Korean missionaries (KMs) have been involved with mission work 
among people on the edge of the church (PEC) in England. Findings from these KMs’ 
experience of PEC through in-depth interviews show that they are going through a liquifying 
process of their solid [inherited] missionary mindset preparing the way for more relevant 
missionary engagement with PEC. This liquifying process reflects a critical Christocentric-
Trinitarian approach to missio Dei. This approach offers us three insights towards the 
development of the idea of missio Dei in the context of PEC. First, missio Dei involves a 
search for the voice of the incarnated God. Second, missio Dei involves missionary 
uncertainty to a considerable and significant degree. Finally, missio Dei involves attempts to 
understand people to whom God has revealed himself.’ 
 
Paul Kim is a phd student registered with VU University Amsterdam and Queen’s.   
 
 
Omari Hutchinson says: ‘My research suggests that the binary of heterosexism and 
homophobia influence how Black Christian gay men feel and what they say concerning 
God, the church, and their erotic identity. In addition, the research also proposes that some 
minsters feel uneasy about having open conversation about the erotic and the significant 
role that it plays in people’s lives. Although most of the respondents do not directly use the 
term ‘erotic’, the reality is that their stories frequently speak about a relationship with the 
divine [in and through?] “desire”, “sharing” and “sexuality”. The research data also 
challenges the assumption that everyone’s eros in the Black Majority Church is completely 
heterosexual; rather the data indicates that there is a diversity of sexualities. However, 
some people seem to be more visible than others. This section of the study offers an insight 
into the experience of those that may be considered invisible or hard-to-research.   
 
 
Omari Hutchinson is a full-time research student at VU University Amsterdam and Queen’s. 
His research is born out of three concerns. First of all Black theology has given very little, if 
any, sustained attention to the experience of sexual minorities and in particular, the lives of 
Black gay men. Secondly, theologians in general have similarly neglected the topic. Third, 
Black Majority Churches (BMC), once racially colonised churches, may have in turn 
colonised the "erotic as profane" (Baker-Flecher 2004).  
 
 
Helen Stanton says: ‘I have recently completed the most difficult piece of writing I have ever 
done. The research process took on a very different character from that which I had 
anticipated, and presented me with some ethical issues, at least some of which might have 
been thought through before I accepted the commission. The eagerness of the 
commissioning body and the author to have the book written, and unexplored assumptions 
about how the book would be researched, meant that a thorough ethical review was 
neglected. This is, therefore, somewhat of a cautionary tale! The session will reflect on 
some of the concerns (and difficulties) which arose in researching for a book commissioned 
by those whose history it recounts.’ 
 
Helen Stanton is tutor in Ethics and Doctrine at the Queen’s Foundation, where she also 
teaches spirituality.  Her research interests are in mysticism and Franciscan Studies.  She is 



closely associated with the Anglican Community of St Clare in Freeland, where she lived for 
5 years prior to moving to Queen’s. 
 
 
Leão Neto says: ‘The three Methodist Circuits in London North West are starting 
conversations again about a possible merger of their structures, redrawing of circuit 
borders, bringing under one single structure the 9 churches, 5 presbyters, and the 
missionary work in the area. 
 
Since the 2006 report to Conference: ‘Mapping a Way Forward: Regrouping for Mission’, 
many circuits around the Connexion, some in London, have merged, but although in the 
pipeline, a comprehensive study on the experience has not taken place. This research tries 
to address this gap, posing the question about what can be learned from other mergers. 
The findings of the research will help to shape and guide the proposal for amalgamation.’ 
  
Rev Dr Leao Neto, is an honorary Research Fellow at Queen's Foundation. He is also a 
Methodist Superintendent Minister, and serves in Harlesden Circuit, Brent, London. He 
finished his PhD in 2009 at Birmingham University on Ecumenism within and wider than 
Christianity. He is a member of the Roman Catholic/Methodist International Dialogue 
Commission.  


