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Making Connections for Reconciliation 

Business meetings and the Student Conference were 

held on the first two days culminating with the             

Theological Conference on the 5th and 6th February 

where friends both old and new met to hear inspiring 

addresses, hold frank discussions, and attend 

thought provoking workshops. We were privileged to 

host speakers and workshop leaders from around 

the globe including Revd Dr Jimmy Dube, Secretary 

of Conference of the Methodist Church of Zimbabwe; 

Prof Wesley Ariarajah, renowned Methodist              

theologian, teacher and pastor; Gillian Kingston, 

Vice-President of the Methodist World Council; and 

Revd Dr Gary Mason, a Methodist Minister in Belfast 

who played an integral role in the Northern Ireland 

peace process.  

In February 2016 over ninety theologians, students, pastors and practitioners from all over the world 

gathered at Coventry Central Hall for the biennial Conference of the Methodist-related Theological 

Schools in Europe (MTSE). The theme of the Conference was ‘Making Connections for Reconciliation’ 

particularly poignant in the City of Coventry with its own varied history of reconciliation and forgiveness. 

This edition of SOJourn is dedicated to the       

Conference and its theme of ‘Making               

Connections for Reconciliation’. So please enjoy 

reading about this very special event from the 

perspectives of some of those who took part      

including newly elected President of MTSE, Revd 

Samuel McBratney, and Vice President Revd Prof 

Michael Nausner. The Student Conference is      

represented by its organiser Dr Tina Manueli as 

well as some of the students who presented      

papers and gave speeches.  As one delegate       

said: ‘Best thing is meeting brothers and sisters 

in Christ from all over the world. Here                

reconciliation happens.’ 
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Revd Samuel McBratney, President of MTSE 

 

It was a very great pleasure to be able to host MTSE in the UK for the first 

time in over a decade and a real privilege to be elected its president for the 

coming biennium. We took a bold decision this time, not only to host our 

business meetings in Coventry, but also to arrange a student conference 

and a theological conference, drawing together academics and practitioners 

from around Europe and across the world. The theme, ‘Making Connections 

for Reconciliation’ was arrived at early on, and it therefore became obvious 

that the venue for our gathering should be the City of Coventry.  

Coventry is synonymous throughout the world with peace and reconciliation. On the night of 14 November 

1940, due to its significant industrial base and strategic importance to the British war effort, the city was 

subjected to intensive fire-bombing from the Luftwaffe that engulfed the city in flames. Along with over four 

thousand homes, the city’s St Michael’s Cathedral was destroyed in the bombing raid. The Provost at the 

time, Very Revd Richard Howard, stood in the smouldering remains of the building and committed the       

Cathedral to reconciliation and not revenge. 

Since that time, Coventry as a Cathedral and a City, has committed itself to building peace and                   

reconciliation in Europe and across the world. This international ministry has touched the lives of countless 

people who have witnessed the full brutality and inhumanity of war and conflict. The current Archbishop of 

Canterbury, Most Revd and Rt Hon Justin Welby, served as the Canon for Reconciliation in Coventry and 

has put reconciliation at the very heart of his ministry.  

It was important for us that the conference be global in its focus and diverse in its participation. We were 

inspired to hear stories of reconciliation from Africa, Asia and the Middle East, as well as Europe, and to 

have our global Wesleyan fellowship renewed and strengthened. There was a real feeling that the work        

going on in various parts of the world was somehow connected through the World Methodist family. And we 

reaffirmed our collective commitment to uniting ‘knowledge and vital piety’ in our theological task as we 

sought to undertake research that would lead to the transformation of our practice. 

As delegates were challenged and inspired, so we look to maintain the joy and energy this gathering has 

created in the coming years. New collaborations are already planned and we look to our members and      

partners to contribute new ideas and resources to continue the work together.  

On behalf of The Queen’s Theological Foundation, I want to say a huge thank you to all who contributed to 

making our time in Coventry a huge success.  
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A Lebanese Perspective  

I am Nabil Habiby, a Lebanese living and serving among children and         

teenagers in the Nazarene Church in Lebanon. I am also pursuing my PhD 

via Nazarene Theological College in Manchester, UK. I wanted to be part of 

the MTSE Conference because this was a beautiful opportunity to meet        

other Wesleyans from around the world to share about our perspectives on           

reconciliation.  

I gave a keynote address in the Student Conference and a workshop during 

the regular Conference on stories of reconciliation between Lebanese and 

Syrians. I felt honoured to be representing my area, and it was an encouraging time of questions, feedback, 

and sharing of life. I was especially touched by the excitement of all those present to hear more about what is 

happening in my country. I, in turn, was challenged by the stories I heard from the different contexts around 

the world. It was also a pleasure to meet new people and spend time with them. 

I think that in an age when many of the people of the world are busy raising the 

walls of separation higher, this small conference in Coventry built a few extra and 

much-needed bridges, reminding the church of our  vital ministry of                     

reconciliation. 

A Reflection on the European Methodist Theological Conference by Thuama, studying 

an MA in Theology and Transformative Practice at The Queen’s Foundation  

It was an incredible experience to have participated in the European Methodist Theological            

Conference on a timely issue of reconciliation, held on 5-6 February 2016 in Coventry. As a        

Methodist from Upper Myanmar, it was an extraordinary privilege for me to meet the present         

Methodist theologians and leaders, and also to make friends with my fellow Methodist students 

who are training to be the future Methodist theologians and leaders around the world. 

I am much impressed with the conference in terms of connection of the Wesleyan family including the       

Methodist and the Nazarene theologians. I think this is an important step in building peace and reconciliation 

in the wider society today. I believe Methodists can have a substantive contribution to worldwide peace and 

reconciliation if we strengthen our links within the Wesleyan tradition. I think this conference is rightly meant 

for this purpose. 

It was really stimulating to listen to the addresses and workshop presentations on reconciliation from the 

speakers who have gone through violent conflicts and even genocide in their life. Participating in the             

conference has raised a challenging question to me: What can we as Myanmar Methodists or minority       

Christians offer to the reconciliation process between the different ethnic and religious groups in conflict in 

the present Myanmar? I pray that God may use the Methodists around the world to be the effective             

instrument for peace and reconciliation. 



Revd Prof Michael Nausner, Vice–President, MTSE 

 

 

I was directly or indirectly involved in four events at Coventry which included, a study 

trip to Coventry Cathedral  with a group of seven people from Reutlingen School of 

Theology, the Student Conference, MTSE Meetings and the Theological Conference 

on the 5th and 6th of February. 

The study trip to Coventry Cathedral gave the German and Swiss students from 

Reutlingen the chance to see and experience the results of the reconciliation         

process initiated by provost Howard soon after the bombing of Coventry by the       

German Luftwaffe in 1940. In addition to a detailed tour through the bombed and 

new cathedral we had the chance to be in conversation with the staff of the           

Reconciliation Centre at St Michael’s House.  The day was concluded by a trip for the students to The Queen’s 

Foundation where they took part in a class and had table fellowship with other students.  

On the second day of our stay our Reutlingen students attended the student conference which gave all          

students the chance to make a point on reconciliation and to listen to other approaches.  The presence of Jane 

Craske, Tutor from The Queen’s Foundation and Prof Wesley Ariarajah who had flown in from Geneva, as         

mentors was a valuable contribution to the quality of the conference.  I also attended the MTSE business       

meetings, to have this for the first time not hosted by a UMC seminary symbolised an important step of the       

network towards a wider approach. The widening of the scope could also be seen in the election of Sam 

McBratney as new President of MTSE for the new period starting 2016. I considered the conversations in small 

groups to be very valuable, as well as the commitment of those representatives present to intensify the           

networking between the European Methodist-related institutions of theological training. 

The Theological Conference itself was a wonderful outcome of a vision that started to take form before and 

around the time MTSE met in Tallinn in early 2014. The vision was to enlarge the MTSE meetings and to      

grapple with serious theological-ethical questions in addition to the traditional ‘business meeting’. So MTSE 

has evolved into a lively network of theological institutions in the wider Wesleyan-Methodist connection. 

This time in Coventry we were blessed with a number of thought provoking and challenging presentations on 

reconciliation from various perspectives and cultural religious contexts. For me personally the live encounter 

between Jimmy Dube (from the Ndebele tribe) and Mapfeka Tsaurayi (from the Shona tribe) honestly and       

publicly conversing about the existing grievances in today’s Zimbabwe was one of the most powerful moments 

at the conference, maybe a small step toward real healing and reconciliation in Zimbabwe. Another important 

contribution came from Richard Benda from Rwanda who reminded us that reconciliation presupposes a 

recognition of existing hegemonies, and he — as a Christian — told us about the Mufti of Rwanda and his            

proposal of a ‘jihad of reconciliation’ (against ignorance between Hutu and Tutsi).  

Last but not least I appreciated the contribution of Wesley Ariarajah who in his lecture lamented that              

reconciliation in the church often is limited to the private sphere whereas it needs to be seen as a process that 

God initiates with all of creation and calls humanity to participate in. Based on this he suggested an alternative 

understanding of all of mission, mission as participating in God’s work or reconciliation rather than trying to 

make people to become like ourselves. Ariarajah brought a most challenging message for many when he       

suggested for Christians not too much to focus on the “Great Commandment” in Matthew 28:18 (which so     

often led to conflict) and instead to look at texts such as 2 Cor 5:17-19 (let yourselves be reconciled!) as key 

texts for mission.  
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MTSE Student Conference 2016 

Last February 4, 2016, the MTSE Student Conference was held at Coventry Central Hall in      

Coventry, United Kingdom. The student conference was participated by 30 students and       

teaching staff from the Methodist-related seminaries and theological schools in Europe. The 

theme of the conference was “Making Connections for Reconciliation”, the same theme as that 

of the MTSE Theological Conference coinciding with the event.  

A total of 12 graduate students presented their research and projects to the group. The topics were varied but 

were related to the theme of the Conference, such as migration and the refugee problem, slavery and gender 

issues, forgiveness, and fellowship of the table, among others. The student-presenters were from Russia, the 

UK, Congo, Zimbabwe, Germany and Switzerland.  

The student conference was highlighted by a keynote address from Nabil Habiby, a PhD student at the       

Nazarene Theological College in Manchester. His sharing of his experiences as both an insider and outsider 

within his own country, make one think how we are all connected and how this connection can lead to            

reconciliation.  

Tina Manueli, Organiser and Co-ordinator, MTSE Student Conference 2016 
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Revd Dr Jimmy Dube, Secretary of Conference of the  

Methodist Church of Zimbabwe 

The brokenness in the world in which Methodist people live out their faith forces us to keep 

searching for new ways of healing the world. As we engaged in deep reflection at Coventry at 

a time when refugees were piling at the shores of Europe one thing became clear for me, that 

our search for reconciliation for the whole wide world is not just a luxurious theological         

exercise but an urgent one for all.   

The more we engaged on the subject the more I got convinced that our search could be      

summarized under the theme -- struggles and hopes for reconciliation. Struggles in the sense that the work 

towards reconciliation and peace is ongoing and requires dedicated disciples with strong voices to speak it 

out and live it out. 

But just like the Cathedral next door, the Coventry Conference reminded us and the world that some scars are 

permanent and enduring. The damage done remains a stark reminder of what was once beautiful and         

majestic but has been soiled, destroyed and impaired by human evil. So we did talk of success stories of      

reconciliation, justice and peace and yet we also shed tears about the places that are yet to heal especially in 

Africa, the Middle East, Latin America and Asia we felt more  compelled to work for justice because we learnt 

that there is no peace without justice. 

    



Dr Amos Nascimento, International Association of Methodist Schools,  

Colleges and Universities (IAMSCU) 

 

The network of Methodist-related Theological Schools in Europe (MTSE) gathered in Coventry, 

UK on February 4-6, 2016 for its business meeting and the Conference “Making Connections 

for Reconciliation.” The event took place at the Central Conference Centre in Coventry and had 

the support of many organizations such as the General Board of Higher Education and          

Ministry, The Queen’s Foundation, the Methodist Church in Britain, and the Methodist Global 

Education Fund. This unique program brought together representatives from institutions in     

Europe, Africa, and North America. 

This was a great opportunity for theological reflections on peace and reconciliation, following previous         

meetings that had focused on similar issues. The Conference of the International Association of Methodist-

related Schools, Colleges, and Universities (IAMSCU), held in Hiroshima, Japan in May 2014, brought              

together representatives to discuss the theme “Peace, Reconciliation, and Human Rights.” In February 2015, 

the Asia Pacific Association of Methodist Educational Institutions (APAMEI) met kin Incheon, South Korea, 

around the theme “Cross-cultural Healing.” The MTSE focus on “Making Connections for Reconciliation” not 

only continued this series of meetings, but also reflected on the importance of reconciliation in the city of      

Coventry, a place that has become a symbol of peace and hope arising from the ashes of war.  

Students, faculty, church leaders, community representatives, and many guests spent a few days together with the 

aim of strengthening links across Europe and the World within the Wesleyan family and striving to connect 

‘knowledge and vital piety.’ As part of this process, there were many interesting exchanges about the current 

situation in African countries such as Rwanda and Zimbabwe, as well as the historical processes involving     

European countries such as England and Germany. The event included lectures by the Revd WP Ebenezer       

Joseph (General Secretary of the National Christian Council of Sri Lanka), Revd Dr Barbara Glasson (Team 

Leader of Touchstone in Britain), Dr. Kjell-Åke Nordquist (Stockholm School of Theology and Uppsala               

University), Revd Clive Fowle (Methodist Church in Britain), Revd Jessica Foster (Deacon, Anglican Church), 

Revd Dr Stephen Wright (Nazarene Theological College), Dr Gary Mason (Methodist Church, Ireland), Dr Richard 

Benda (Baptist Church, Rwanda), Dr Michael Hirst (University of York, Britain), Nabil Habiby (NTC-Manchester, 

Britain), Deacon Kerry Scarlett (Adavu Project in Birmingham, Britain), Gillian Kingston (Vice-President of the 

World Methodist Council), Prof Wesley Ariarajah (Drew University), and Revd Dr Jimmy Dube (Secretary of        

Conference of the Methodist Church in Zimbabwe). Complementing their talks, participants were also involved 

in seminars, workshops, working groups, liturgical services, and many opportunities for interaction. 

The event was organized by a committee that included Revd Samuel McBratney, Professor Dr. Michael 

Nausner, Revd Dr. Sergei Nikolaev, Dr. Tina Manuelli, Ms. Donna Pryor, and Dr. Geordan Hammond, and Dr. 

David Field.  
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Institutions  related to  MTSE: 

Baltic Methodist Theological Seminary, Tallinn, Estonia 

Cliff College, Calver, UK 

Department of Evangelical Theology and Mission, School of Pedagogy, University of Matej Bel, Slovak Republic 

The European Nazarene College, Büsingen, Germany 

Methodist E-Academy, Basel, Switzerland 

Methodist Church of Portugal 

Moscow Theological Seminary of the United Methodist Church, Russia 

Nazarene Theological College, Manchester, UK 

The Queen’s Foundation, Birmingham, UK 

Reutlingen School of Theology, Germany 

Stockholm School of Theology, Sweden 

United Evangelical School of Theology (SEUT), Madrid, Spain 

United Methodist Theological Seminary, Oslo, Norway 

Waldensian Faculty, Rome, Italy 

We are proud to acknowledge the sponsorship 

and support for this conference from our          

partners: 
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Revd. Samuel McBratney 

Global Christianity Programme Director 

+44 (0) 121 452 2609 

s.mcbratney@queens.ac.uk  

 

Donna Pryor 

International Co-ordinator 

+44 (0) 121 452 2620 

pryord@queens.ac.uk 
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