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It has been a very busy summer and the autumn is also shaping up to be an 

eventful one. We have just said goodbye to our final full-time MA student from 

2015-16. Nedine Manyemba has just returned to Zimbabwe and the Anglican 

Diocese of Harare where we hope she will begin work in theological education. 

Nedine will become one of the first women to be involved in theological formation 

and we wish her well. For the first time since my arrival, Nedine’s departure will 

mean that we have no full-time MA global students on campus as we begin the 

move to a new format and programme of activities. More of that in a moment …. 

Since July, I feel that my feet have barely touched the ground (at least in the 

UK!) A last minute change of plans meant that I ended up in Sri Lanka, visiting 

our partner college, TCL and catching up with alumni. It is with great pleasure 

that we can announce a renewal of our partnership for the next few years, built 

on the success of the last five.  

September took me to Houston, Texas, for the quinquennial gathering of the World Methodist Conference 

and Council. I was honoured to be invited to chair a workshop on education in Europe for other delegates 

which gave me another opportunity to work with colleagues from MTSE. I have become a delegate for the 

2016-21 quinquennium Council and was elected to the Theological Education Standing Committee. In the 

coming five years, the Committee will be working on issues of poverty and inequality, discipleship in a      

digital age and building communities of reconciliation.  

Barely had I time to recover from Houston before heading off to the annual meeting of the European     

Methodist Council, hosted this time by the Methodist Church in Portugal. I represent the Theological 

Schools in Europe on the Council as we actively seek to support the member churches in formation and 

theological reflection. It was inspiring to share in a day conference on migration in Europe before we got 

underway with business and to hear stories of joy and hope in the midst of tragedy and injustice.  

As already mentioned, we are now in the midst of a major transition in the types of work the Global         

Programme will engage with in the future. Alongside an expected increase in global PhD students, we 

hope to expand the MEET Programme for student ministers studying through Queen’s. We are also       

working hard to develop short-term courses for partner churches, including delivering some of this in situ. 

This year and next will also see us looking carefully at fundraising and grants to ensure the future             

sustainability of the work we are so passionate about. Watch this space …. 

 

Revd Samuel McBratney 

Director, Global Christianity Programme 

 

October 2016 



 

MTSE Theological Seminar -  Rome 2017 

The Methodist-related Theological Schools in Europe (MTSE) is            

co-hosting a theological seminar in collaboration with the           

Waldensian Faculty of Theology and the Methodist Ecumenical 

Office in Rome,     17-19 February 2017. The theme is ‘Being the 

Church in 21st Century Europe’ and it is aimed at faculty      

members and students from the MTSE institutions around Europe. 

The programme will be varied with three keynote speakers already confirmed: Revd Dr         

Giovanni Cereda, pastor and scholar of the Church of the Nazarene in Italy; Bishop Rosemary 

Wenner, currently serving as the Bishop of the German Central Conference of the United 

Methodist Church; and Revd Dr Tim Macquiban, Director of the Methodist Ecumenical Office in 

Rome. Students will be submitting papers before the event and presenting them at the         

seminar. Queen’s will  be sponsoring one student to attend as a development of the MEET      

programme (Mutual Encounter and Exchange for Transformation) and we hope that this will be 

the start of a programme of student exchanges between the MTSE institutions. More              

information to follow.  

 

Farewell to the Global Christianity Programme MA class of 2016, we wish you well! 

 

 

        

“Queen’s has provided me with an excellent opportunity for doing my doctoral       

research on “Conflict Transformation in the Church of Pakistan” As an           

international student my journey at Queen’s began when I arrived here in 2013 

for the Master’s in Theology and Transformative Practice. The experience      

included a combination of personal exploration as well as academic instruction. 

Living and interacting with a diverse Christian community of staff and students, the time has, 

and continues to be stimulating and enlightening as well as challenging. I am really glad to be 

involved in this programme and look forward to completing my work and returning to serve my 

community through theological education.” 

Evelyn Bhajan, Queen’s Doctoral Student, 2016 — 2019  



 

Mutual Encounter and Exchange for Transformation (MEET) 

We in the Global Christianity Programme have had a busy year organising our very successful 

MEET programme which enables Queen’s students to experience faith in a different setting. 

This summer students were privileged to volunteer at the Corrymeela Community in              

Ballycastle, Northern Ireland, take part in a study tour of Rome, and spend three weeks on the 

exchange programme with the Theological College of Lanka in Pilimatalawa, Sri Lanka. 

 

Corrymeela Community , Northern Ireland 

Back in June, two of our students, David McAloon and Paul                

Desborough volunteered for two weeks at the Corrymeela Community 

and found themselves involved in lots of different activities ranging 

from preparing food in the kitchen, to cleaning, to hosting groups on 

programmes at the centre.   

The conversations and discussions they had with the permanent staff 

and other volunteers were an important part of their experience and it 

was there they learned most of the essential context of the Northern 

Ireland political situation.  

 

International Visitors at Queen’s 

During October  Dr Viji Thamby Solomon and his wife Neela Grace 

have been staying with us on site at Queen’s. Now retired, Dr Solomon 

has links to the Tamil Nadu Theological Seminary (TTS) in Madurai, 

South India and has worked as Chief Executive Officer of the Christian 

Mission Service. Neela Grace worked as a physics teacher at a girls’ 

school. It has been a delight to have them with us and we wish them 

well as they return to Tamil Nadu. 

 

From October to mid-January, Christo Balraj from Sri Lanka will be staying with us for a        

period of intensive study. He will be undertaking research for his doctorate and meeting with 

Queen’s tutorial staff as well as taking part in Queen’s community life and worship. 



 

Mutual Encounter and Exchange for Transformation (MEET) 

 

                                                Rome  Ecumenical Study Tour 

One of our tutors, Paul Nzacahayo, and two students, Debbie Caulk 

and David Speirs were hosted for the first week of this tour by the 

Methodist Ecumenical Office in Rome, which they used as a base for 

a  programme of teaching, discussions and visits. Paul returned to the 

UK on the 8th June and Debbie and David continued the tour with the 

second week spent focusing on migrants and minorities. A visit to Via 

Firenze and the headquarters of OPCEMI to discuss issues of           

inclusion with Chiese Insieme (Churches Together) and a day          

assisting with an ecumenical gardening project were amongst many highlights. On the Sunday 

they led the  intercession, a service attended by the Council 

for the  Community of Protestant Churches in Italy. Other     

opportunities included a visit to the Jewish Synagogue and St 

Paul’s Refugee Centre which helped to acknowledge the 

presence of minorities. This along with a papal audience led 

to an intensive time of conversations and encounters within 

an ecumenical context. 

 

                                  Theological College of Lanka (TCL), Sri Lanka 

 

For three weeks in July, three students, Bev Gibson, Claire Rawlinson and Ben Scrivens took 

part in the Queen’s / TCL exchange programme in Pilimathalawa, Sri Lanka. As part of the      

exchange they visited a large number of Buddhist temples and spoke with several Buddhist 

monks, they also visited Hindu temples and spoke with a Hindu priest where they learned of 

close work between his temple and the local churches. They also took part in post-war ministry 

where they found an eagerness to move forward but a lack of practical engagement towards 

reconciliation. However, unless students actually told them, they were unable to differentiate 

between Sinhalese and Tamil, Methodist and Anglican, yet the differences between Tamil and  

Sinhalese people are the biggest in Sri Lankan culture. They were impressed that                  

Environmental issues were at the heart of the Sri Lankan church and our students felt that a 

country such as Sri Lanka, with a much lower contribution to the environmental problem, is      

willing to act and respond more proactively on this issue. Definitely something we can all reflect 

upon ... 



 

 

 

 

 

We were incredibly honoured to receive a letter of goodwill and thanks from the Methodist 
Church in Kenya when it held its 51st Annual Conference in August. The theme of the               
conference being ‘The Lord Remembers’ the letter stated:- 

 

“On this auspicious occasion, the delegates wish to take note with a lot of appreciation your immense 

support in the training or relevant materials and training of our Junior Church Ministry children and  

teachers.  

 

Indeed through the training of our Methodist Ministers through this partnership with The Queen’s 

Foundation, you have enabled our Ministers to effectively play a major role in the growth of the 

Church. 

 

Accordingly and in the spirit of our conference reflection we wish to affirm you in these words of  

scripture:  

“But God is not unjust; He will not forget your work and the love you have shown him as you have 

helped His people and continue to help them ”-Hebrews 6.10 

 

Kindly accept our appreciation on behalf of all the ministers and faithful within our congregation.” 

 

It has been a privilege to receive so many Kenyan clergy to study with us and play such a full 

part in the Queen’s community over the past few years. Their contribution to our mutual learning 

has been invaluable and has helped us to build our vision of truly global classrooms for the         

formation of the Church’s ministers.  

 

 

Left: Presiding  Bishop Joseph Ntombura; Centre: Revd Samuel McBratney; Right: Secretary of Conference, Revd Samuel Abade 

http://www.methodistchurchkenya.org/
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The American Memorial Chapel Travel Grant 

The Queen’s Foundation is now working in partnership with the English 

Speaking Union to administrate The American Memorial Chapel Travel 

Grant. This grant gives a member of the clergy, from any denomination, 

the opportunity to undertake a tour of the USA, for up to four weeks, with 

the aim of exchanging ideas and fostering  understanding.  The grant is worth £2,000 and in 

the past recipients  have used the money to finance a wide range of projects covering diverse 

areas such as the use of outdoor recreational pastimes for evangelism; parish nursing and 

health  ministry; and looking at how different churches and denominations reach out to the     

migrant worker communities.  The Global Christianity Programme at Queen’s takes over       

administration from Ripon College Cuddesdon for the running of the 2017 award.  Applications 

open in March and interviews will be held during October. More information to follow.  

http://www.esu.org/
http://www.esu.org/
http://www.esu.org/

