
Top Ten Tips for Internet Search 
 
Use more than one search engine 
 
Google usually produces the most results, but given that users rarely browse beyond 
the first few pages of search results, the number of results is not necessarily the most 
important thing. Different search engines may produce some different results and 
they are likely to list them in a different order, so making use of search engines other 
than Google is good practice. e.g. DuckDuckGo, Bing, and Blekko. 
 
Use inverted commas (“    ”) for phrase searching 
 
e.g. “messy church” 
 
This is standard functionality across a wide range of databases and search engines. 
 
Make use of the advanced search options 
 
There are two ways of doing this with Google: 
 
1. Initiate a search, and click on the cog button which will appear in the top right 

hand corner of your screen. Select Advanced Search. The advanced search 
options include limiting your search to the title of webpages, or searching specific 
sites or types of site, or types of webpages. For example, you could search the 
Queen’s Foundation website, or you could limit your search to sites with an ac.uk 
domain name, or to pdf documents. 

 

 
 
2. Alternatively, you can use the same functionality without clicking on the cog 

button, and simply prefix your search with the necessary code: 
 
e.g.  allintitle:”messy church” site:ac.uk 
 allintitle:”messy church” filetype:pdf 
 
 
Make use of the menu bar to refine your search 
 
Initiate a search to bring up the menu bar. Options in Google include Images, Videos, 
Maps, News, and Books. These are all standard Google subsets, which can be 
searched independently. If you click on Search Tools, other options will appear for 
refining your search. 
 
 

 
 



Use Internet Archive to view old websites 
http://archive.org/web/web.php 
 
Otherwise known as the Wayback Machine, you can use this tool to view snapshots 
of websites which no longer exist, or which have been updated. Try searching for the 
Queen’s Foundation website to see how it works, and how it might be useful to you. 
 
Search social media 
 
For some searches, it may be important that your results include the very latest news 
and views, and these are more likely to turn up in social media – blogs, Facebook, 
YouTube etc. Individual tools will provide their own internal search functionality, but 
Social Mention (www.socialmention.com) searches across a wide range of tools, and 
allows you to limit your search to specific types of social media e.g. blogs. 
 
Try out YouTube’s educational channel 
https://www.youtube.com/t/education 
 
If you prefer watching videos to reading books, try this site and search for something 
theological … 
 
Use Ctrl + F to highlight your search terms 
 
Have you ever felt frustrated at not being able to find your search term in the text of a 
document or web page which your search engine has retrieved for you? If you press 
Ctrl + F, a little search box will pop up. Type in your search term and press Enter, 
and your search terms will be highlighted in the text. 
 
Retrace your web search history 
 
If you can’t remember a search which you have done in the past and would like to 
retrieve it, you can do so provided you were logged in. In Google, initiate a search, 
and click on the cog button which will appear in the top right hand corner of your 
screen. Select Web History. Your search terms, along with the websites you visited 
as a result, are listed in reverse chronological order. 
 
Learn more … 
 
If you are keen to develop your internet searching skills, you could read the latest 
edition of Expert internet searching by Phil Bradley, which is now available for loan 
from the library office. But bear in mind that search engines don’t stand still. Their 
functionality is changing all the time.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 


