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Admissions Policy: The Queen’s Foundation 

(courses validated by Birmingham Newman University) 
 
 
1. The remit of this policy extends to admission to Birmingham Newman University programmes 

at postgraduate level 7. The details of the policy are drawn from the Programme Specification 
documentation for the MA in Theology and Transformative Practice, most recently re-validated in 
summer 2022. 

 
2. Related Policies: 

    Admissions Complaints (Birmingham Newman University) 

    Admissions (Research) (University of Amsterdam-VU) 

     
3. The Queen’s Foundation is a Registered Charity, a Company Limited by Guarantee and a 

provider of higher education registered with the Office for Students Approved (fee cap) in 
accordance with the aims of the Foundation. 

 

4. We seek applications from those who are passionate for God's work in God's world of any age 
wishing to study theology or related subjects and who can benefit from studying at Queen’s. 

 

5. As an Ecumenical HEI, we like difference. At Queen’s, we recognise that God made the world 
to be full of creativity and difference. Our differences help us to know ourselves better, see God 
more clearly, love God more deeply, and learn how to serve God’s people.  We welcome 
applications from all students irrespective of background. All selection for admission takes 
place without regard to sex, marital status, race, ethnic origin, colour, sexual orientation, social 
background or other irrelevant distinction. Applications from students with disabilities are 
considered on exactly the same grounds as those for other candidates. We are committed to 
making arrangements wherever practicable to enable such students to participate as fully as 
possible in student life.  We are required by OfS to monitor the diversity of our applicants and 
details you might provide about your background will be supplied in a separate equalities form 
which will not be considered as part of your application. 

 
6. Decisions on admissions are based solely on the individual merits of each candidate, their 

suitability for the course they have applied to study (bearing in mind any requirements laid 
down by any professional body or the requirements of their sponsoring church), and assessed 
by the application of entry criteria appropriate to the course of study.  All students (except 
those studying purely via distance learning) must demonstrate the right to study in the UK 
prior to commencing any programme. Sponsored students have their right to work in the UK 
checked by their professional body, and this would prevent any such student reaching the 
Foundation admission process without meeting this criterion. However, as a separate legal 
entity the Foundation is required by law to review this evidence independently and students 
are asked to provide these details before study can commence.   Students independent of 
sponsorship are asked to provide these details as part of the application process. 

 
7. Admissions procedures are kept under regular review to ensure compliance with this policy. 

 
8. Decisions are made based on an evaluation of a variety of evidence discussed below, by the 

Academic Planning Group. Appeals against decisions of this committee are not permitted, 
but if procedural irregularities are suspected, please ask for a copy of the relevant admissions 
complaints policy to take this further



 

 

  
Updated Nov 2023 (APG)  

2 

A. Postgraduate Certificate in Theology & Transformative Practice 
(60 credits at level 7) 
 

 

Standard Entry requirements 
• Normally a degree qualification together with relevant experience OR 

• Prior theological education to Diploma of Higher Education level together with relevant 
previous experience. 

 
 

Standard Entry procedure 
Students are admitted through the normal admissions procedures of the Queen's Foundation, which 

may entail interview(s) and references. Students may also be required to submit a piece of recent 

theological reflection as part of the application process.  

 

Students for whom English is their second language should have achieved a score of 7.0 with no 

component under 6.5 in an IELTS examination, or equivalent. 

 

In addition, as per the Foundation’s safeguarding policy, students may be required to undergo a DBS 

check during the registration process at the Queen’s Foundation. Students are not able to begin any 

external placement or research requiring ethical clearance before the result of the DBS check is 

known and appropriate action taken.   

 

 

RPL (Recognition of Prior Learning) 
RPL is not permitted for the Postgraduate Certificate in Theology & Transformative Practice. 

 
 

Progression 
Students who have successfully completed the Postgraduate Certificate in Theology & Transformative 
Practice are eligible to apply to continue to the Postgraduate Diploma in Theology & Transformative 
Practice and/or the MA in Theology & Transformative Practice. 
 

Mode 
This programme may be studied part time by campus based or online learning. 
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B. Postgraduate Diploma in Theology & Transformative Practice 
(120 credits at level 7) 

 
Standard Entry requirements 

• Normally a good relevant first degree (2:1 or above) OR 

• A relevant first degree (2:2 or above) and relevant previous experience OR 

• Prior theological education to Diploma level together with professional accreditation in a CTBI 
member church OR 

• A first degree (2:2 or above) and successful completion of a taster module OR 

• Successful completion of the PG Certificate 
  
 

Standard Entry procedure 
Students are admitted through the normal admissions procedures of the Queen's Foundation, which 

may entail interview(s) and references. Students may also be required to submit a piece of recent 

theological reflection as part of the application process.  

 

Students for whom English is their second language should have achieved a score of 7.0 with no 

component under 6.5 in an IELTS examination, or equivalent. 

 

In addition, as per the Foundation’s safeguarding policy, students may be required to undergo a DBS 

check during the registration process at the Queen’s Foundation. Students are not able to begin any 

external placement or research requiring ethical clearance before the result of the DBS check is 

known and appropriate action taken.   

 

 

RPL (Recognition of Prior Learning) 
RPL may be granted up to 40 Level 7 credits. 
 
 

Progression 
Students who have successfully completed the Postgraduate Diploma in Theology & Transformative 
Practice are eligible to apply to continue to the MA in Theology & Transformative Practice. 
 

 
Mode 
This programme may be studied part time by campus based or online learning. 
  



 

 

  
Updated Nov 2023 (APG)  

4 

C. Master of Arts in Theology & Transformative Practice 
(180 credits at level 7) 

 
Standard Entry requirements 

• Normally a good relevant first degree (2:1 or above) OR 

• A relevant first degree (2:2 or above) and relevant previous experience OR 

• Prior theological education to Diploma level together with professional accreditation in a CTBI 
member church OR 

• A first degree (2:2 or above) and successful completion of a taster module OR 

• Successful completion of the PG Certificate 
  
 

Standard Entry procedure 
Students are admitted through the normal admissions procedures of the Queen's Foundation, which 

may entail interview(s) and references. Students may also be required to submit a piece of recent 

theological reflection as part of the application process.  

 

Students for whom English is their second language should have achieved a score of 7.0 with no 

component under 6.5 in an IELTS examination, or equivalent. 

 

In addition, as per the Foundation’s safeguarding policy, students may be required to undergo a DBS 

check during the registration process at the Queen’s Foundation. Students are not able to begin any 

external placement or research requiring ethical clearance before the result of the DBS check is 

known and appropriate action taken.   

 

 

RPL (Recognition of Prior Learning) 
RPL may be granted up to 60 Level 7 credits, excepting the dissertation. 
 
 

Progression 
Students who have successfully completed the MA are eligible to apply to consider a PhD with the 
Foundation. 
 

 
Mode 
This programme may be studied part time by campus based or online learning. 


