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Getting proof of a diagnosis (for applying for DSA) 

 

Disability, Long-Term Health or Mental Health Condition  

 

You will need to provide proof of your condition, for DSA. You can go to your GP and ask for 

a formal medical diagnosis as evidence. 

You can find more information about this on the DSA page linked below: 

Help if you're a student with a learning difficulty, health problem or disability: Eligibility - 

GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 

  

 

Specific Learning Difficulties (e.g. Dyslexia) 

If you suspect you may have a specific learning difficulty, you’ll need to undertake a 

diagnostic assessment. More information can be found via the link below: 

 

Why have a Diagnostic Assessment? - British Dyslexia Association 

 

Diagnostic testing for Specific Learning Difficulties 

The cost of a diagnostic test is usually around £300-£600. Once you get a diagnosis, you may 

use this to apply for DSA. The Assessment Centre will then read this, to help decide what 

support to offer you. 

https://www.gov.uk/disabled-students-allowance-dsa/eligibility
https://www.gov.uk/disabled-students-allowance-dsa/eligibility
https://www.bdadyslexia.org.uk/services/assessments/diagnostic-assessments/overview
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Ministerial students: If you are being sponsored for ministerial training (e.g. by the Church 

of England or the Methodist Church) then it is likely that your sponsoring denomination will 

meet this cost.  

- Methodist Students contact the Director of Methodist Formation, Revd Dr Catrin 

Harland-Davies, via email: Harland-daviesc@queens.ac.uk  

- Anglican Students contact the Director of Anglican Formation, Revd Canon Dr Georgina 

Byrne, via email: byrneg@queens.ac.uk   

They will contact your Church to arrange funding. 

 

Independent students: There is no DSA funding that covers the cost of diagnosis for a specific 

learning difficulty. If you are not being sponsored by a church, you are obliged to meet the 

cost yourself. If you cannot cover the cost of this diagnosis then you could contact 

disability@queens.ac.uk to discuss matters. 

 

Getting a diagnostic test 

To find a recognised practitioner who is qualified to provide a diagnosis, you can use the 

PATOSS (Professional Association of Teachers of Students with Specific Learning Difficulties) 

website: 

https://www.patoss-dyslexia.org  and go to the section titled ‘Find a Tutor/Assessor’. 

Because of the variety in cost, it is worth asking for a quote. Look for those who offer “full 

diagnostic assessment” and whose experience includes “Age range: HE”.  Alison Earey (details 

in the appendix) is qualified to carry out diagnostic tests, as a suggestion – however a more 

local practitioner may be more convenient for you. Before you commit to using a particular 

professional, contact them and check that they are qualified to do diagnostic testing for 

specific learning difficulties to be used for a DSA application for Higher Education. 

mailto:Harland-daviesc@queens.ac.uk
mailto:byrneg@queens.ac.uk
mailto:disability@queens.ac.uk
https://www.patoss-dyslexia.org/
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There is also helpful information about assessment on the British Dyslexia Association 

website: https://www.bdadyslexia.org.uk/  

 

https://www.bdadyslexia.org.uk/

