Pet Policy and Canine . The Queen’s
Suitability Assessment Foundation
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1. Introduction

The Foundation recognises that pets are family members. Once we have been able to
consider whether the campus is a suitable environment for them to live, we welcome them
to our community.

We also recognise the need to consider the needs of those who visit, live, work and study at
Queen’s, as the presence of pets on Campus can introduce possible risks/hazards.

In considering whether to give permission for your pet to live on campus, factors we take
into account include (but are not limited to):

e Possibility of delays in the evacuation of a building in an emergency
e Aggressive/unpredictable behaviour of animals

e Allergic reactions and transmission of disease

e Zoophobia (phobia of animals that causes distress to an individual)
e Animal waste and its disposal

e Potential of damage to property

e Neighbourly relations
e Conditions which may apply as result of the animal Welfare Act

2. Assistance Dogs

Dogs that are deemed to be assistance dogs by an authorised body may be exempt from
many of the conditions of this policy. Please be in contact with the Campus Manager if you
wish to discuss these.

3. Permission for Pets at Queen’s

Pet owners (whether residents, guests, or any visitors) must obtain written permission from
the Foundation before bringing their pet onto the premises, regardless of the duration of
stay. This includes, but is not limited to, dogs, cats, small-caged animals, snakes, and fish.

If you would like to bring a pet to campus, please contact campusmanager@queens.ac.uk,
providing the following details;

e Type of pet

e Sijze of pet

e Number of pets (only 1 dog is permitted per flat)

e Known reported/alleged aggressive behaviour of pet

e Medical needs/certification of pet

e Insurance cover, including full public liability for dog owners


mailto:campusmanager@queens.ac.uk

4. Code of Conduct if Permission is Granted
Please adhere to the following guidelines/restrictions whilst on campus:

e Dogs must always be on a short lead in all areas of the Campus

e Retractable leads must be locked and not extend further than 1 metre
e Dogs should be under control when on Foundation premises

e Dogs must be well socialised with both people and other dogs

e Dogs must wear proof of identification in the form of a collar and disc
e Pets must be vaccinated and regularly treated for fleas

e  Pets may not be brought into any non-residential building or rooms

e Pets can only enter residential dwellings with the tenant’s permission
e Pet fouling or damage to property must be prevented or made good

e Pet waste must be bagged and disposed of promptly and appropriately
e Owners must recognise the wellbeing of non-animal lovers

5. Enforcement of the Rules if the Code of Conduct is Breached

In accordance with the Dangerous Dog Act 1991, it is illegal for a dog to cause fear
(reasonable apprehension), be 'out of control' or to bite/attack someone. Failing to comply
with the Act or with this policy may impact your tenancy or, if you are not a resident, your
stay on campus.

6. Dog Walking Map and Area Recommendations

For the health and wellbeing of all campus users, we ask that dog owners restrict dog
walking to specific times and to specific the areas of the grounds. These are mapped below.

— o — dashed-dot/blue line — on lead exercise between 06:00 and
08:00 only
dashed/orange line — on lead pathway walking anytime

Dogs must always remain on a short, locked lead and within the defined area. The
Foundation reserves the right to close the space at any time without notice. Owners are
responsible for making sure that they clear up after their pets and that the perimeter
pathways are free from fouling.

The pathways are tended regularly but they can become overgrown quite quickly so please
let us know if they need attention.

Note: dogs can be walked from the Handsworth flats to the dog exercise area via the
Queen’s Cross, between 06:00 and 08:00 only.
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7. Other Areas to Walk

The nearby canal tow path

Metchley Park, Metchley Park Road, Birmingham B15 2PQ

The Vale, Edgbaston Park Road, Birmingham B15 3SZ

Queens Park, Birmingham, Court Oak Rd, Harborne, Birmingham B17 9AH
Green Heart, University of Birmingham, R22, Birmingham B15 2TT

Grove Park, 253 Harborne Park Rd, Birmingham B17 0OBJ



APPENDIX 1: Canine Suitability Assessment

Introduction

The following suitability assessment has been developed to ensure the welfare of both the
dog and the community. The responses to the questions asked will enable us to make an
informed assessment and objective decision regarding the dogs residency on Campus.

Background

Triggers for dog aggression are complex, and behaviourists no longer refer to the ‘pack
leader’ theory, where dogs are believed to need dominating to feel safe and secure. Instead,
dogs are seen as social animals that respond best to kindness.

This document is used to assess the of potential (rather than actual) risk of aggressive
behaviour.

Legislation

The 1991 Dangerous Dogs Act states it is illegal to own, sell, breed or exchange certain dogs.
Whether the dog is a ‘banned’ type will depend on what it looks like rather than its breed
name, and police will make this assessment. Banned breeds (including any cross breeds) are:
e Pit Bull Terrier

e Japanese Tosa

e Dogo Argentino

e Fila Brasileiro

e XL Bully

Scori
Ac’?arill’nsghould prompt a professional assessment by an animal behaviourist. See appendix 2 for
details.

OWNER’s NAME

DOG’s NAME

DESCRIPTION

DURATION WITH CURRENT OWNER

QUEEN’s REPRESENTATIVE

DATE

ASSESSMENT SCORE



1. ABOUT THE DOG

1.1 History and origins of the dog
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How old was the dog when you acquired it?

If it was a puppy, are you aware of any behavioural issues with its parents?
Has the dog had previous owners?

If so, what do you know about them and the dog’s experiences with them?

Response and Scoring:

Full history known, no concerns (score 0)

Full history known, some concerns (score 2)

Full history known, significant concerns (automatic fail)
History not known, no concerns (score 1)

History not known, some concerns (score 3)

History not known, significant concerns (automatic fail)

Health

Is the dog registered with a vet? Record the vet details and when last seen.
Has the ‘vet card’ been seen?

Does the dog receive regular worming, flea treatment and vaccinations?
Is the dog in good general health?

Does the information provided require follow up call to the vet practice?

Response and Scoring:

All health needs met (score 0)
Some health needs met (score 2)
Health needs not met (score 5)



1.3 Behavioural history
Is the dog familiar to living in a flat with communal areas?
Have there been any previous incidents of negative or aggressive behaviour near children,

adults or animals?

Response and Scoring:

No historical behavioural concerns within communal areas (score 0)
No historical behavioural concerns but dog is unfamiliar with children (score 2)
Previous incidents of negative or aggressive behaviour to people or animals outside of the

family unit (score 5)
Previous incidents of negative or aggressive behaviour to people or animals inside of the

family unit (automatic fail)
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1.4 Behavioural management
How obedient is the dog?
Do they go to their area and stay there when told to?
Do they respond immediately, or only if threatened?
Does the dog get exercise outside the house regularly?
Does the dog get exercised off the lead regularly?

Response and Scoring:

No behavioural concerns (score 0)

Some behavioural concerns, but well managed (score 2)
Some behavioural concerns, not managed well (score 4)
Significant behavioural concerns (automatic fail)
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2. ABOUT THE OWNER

2.1 Having adog
What is the reason for having a dog?
Do you have it for health reasons, protection or family?

Response and Scoring:

Any social or health reason (score 0)
Any reason relating to protection of self or property (score 2)

OO

2.2 Owner interaction with the dog
Can the owner identify and meet the dog’s needs?
Does the owner know how the dog behaves around children?
How does the dog behave in close communal space with other dogs?

Response and Scoring:

O Good understanding of dog’s needs and the issues associated with having a dog, and no
additional actions needed (score 0)

O Asabove but additional actions needed (score 1)

O Reasonable understanding of dog’s needs and the issues associated with having a dog, and
no additional actions needed (score 2)

O Asabove but additional actions needed (score 3)

O Poor understanding of dog’s needs and the issues associated with having a dog, but no
additional actions needed (score 4)

O Asabove, but additional actions needed (score 5)

2.3 Addressing concerns
Is the owner motivated and capable of addressing any concerns about the dog?
What action would the owners take if any concern arose from their dog’s behaviour?

Response and Scoring:

Capable and willing to address concerns (score 1)
Capable but unwilling to address concerns (score 3)
Not capable and not willing to address concerns (automatic fail)
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3. ABOUT THE HOUSEHOLD

3.1 Domain of the dog
Is the space that the dog(s) live in suitable for their size?
Are the sensible boundaries set for where the dog is permitted to go, including when there
are visitors at the door?
Is there an area that the dog can go to feel safe if they feel threatened?
Can the dog be kept away from people if needed?
Are there any signs of dog damage in the household? Damage waiver inspection
If un-muzzled what precautions are in place to stop the dog leaving the flat?

Response and Scoring:

Suitable safe spaces and boundaries in place (score 0)
Suitable safe spaces but limited boundaries in place (score 2)
Limited safe spaces but boundaries in place (score 3)

Lead attached when opening the door. Y/N (score 3)

Limited safe spaces and limited boundaries score 5)
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4. ACCESS TO COMMUNAL AREAS

Is the dog suitably restrained while entering and leaving the property?
Is there the use of a muzzle?
Is there an excessive dart for the door when opened?

Response and Scoring:

O Dog wearing a muzzle and restrained (score 0)
O Dog wearing a muzzle not restrained (score 3)
O Dog not restrained or not wearing muzzle (score 5)



5. OVERALL ASSESSMENT

Comment on potential interactions with any risks identified within the communal area,
owner or dog.

Comment on if there are protective measures that are in place to mitigate these risks.
Comment on whether there is a recommendation for a professional assessment to be
undertaken.

Response and Scoring:

Low level overall risks (score 1) No additional action required

Moderate level overall risks (score 2) Give advice about changes needed

Elevated level of overall risks (score 3) Further assessment recommended

High level of overall risks (score 4) Further assessment required

Extreme overall risks (automatic fail) Consider a referral to Doncaster Children’s Services Trust/Police

OOoOo0o0

AREA SCORE
About the dog (9 or below to pass)

About the owner (5 or below to pass)

About the household (3 or below to pass)

Overall Assessment (2 or below to pass)
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APPENDIX 2: Identifying a suitable behaviourist for further assessment

The government Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (DEFRA) has issued
guidelines (October 2014) around dealing with irresponsible dog ownership and has identified the
Animal Behaviour and Training Council (ABTC) as the organisation to use to locate a behaviourist.

ABTC is the regulatory body that represents animal trainers and animal behaviour therapists. It
sets and maintains the standards of knowledge and practical skills needed to be an animal trainer
or animal behaviour therapist, and it will maintain the national register of appropriately qualified
animal trainers and animal behaviourists. It promotes the welfare of animals in their interactions
with human, lobbying for humane methods in training and behaviour modification, and for the
education of the animal owning public.

More about the Animal Behaviour and Dog Training
www.rspca.org.uk/adviceandwelfare/pets/general/findabehaviourist
www.dogstrust.org.uk/dog-advice/dog-school/birmingham
www.thekennelclub.org.uk/dog-training/kennel-club-accredited-instructors/list-of-accredited-
instructors/
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